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amendment, like the original motion, is subject to the requirement 
that it be authorized by the committee (VII, 2127). The motion must 

apply to a single bill and not to a class of bills (VII, 2125). 

According to the later practice the erroneous reference of a public 
bill, if it remain uncorrected, in effect gives jurisdiction to the com- 
mittee receiving it (IV, 4365-4371 ; VII, 1489, 2108-2113; VIII, 2312). 
And it is too late to move a change of reference after such committee 
has reported the bill (VII, 2110; VIII, 2312), but the Speaker may, 
pursuant to authority granted him by clause 5, Buie X effective Janu- 
ary 3, 1975 (H. Res. 988, 93rd Congress, p. — ), refer a bill sequentially 
to other committees subject to possible time limitations after the first 
committee lias reported thereon. Joint sponsorship of public bills 
by not more than 25 Members was authorized by H. Res. 42, April 25, 
1967. Prior thereto a special committee had reported against this 
practice and the report had been adopted by the House (VII, 1029). All 
bills and resolutions must be signed by the prime sponsor thereof 
( Speaker Albert, Feb. 3, 1972, p. 2521 ) . 

5. All resolutions of inquiry addressed to the 
8 855. Resolutions heads of executive departments shall 
7 reported to the House within one 

week after presentation. 


The House has exercised the right, from its earliest days, to call on 
the President and heads of departments for information. The first rule 
on the subject was adopted in 1820 for the purpose of securing greater 
care and deliberation in the making of requests. The present form of 
rule, in its essential features, dates from 1879 (Iir, 1856). 

Resolutions of inquiry are usually simple rather than concurrent in 


an(1 are never joint resolutions 
resolutions of° (I11, 18 f 0) ' A resol «tion authorizing a committee to 

inquiry and request information has been treated as a resolution 

delivery thereof. of inquiry (Iir, 1860). It has been considered proper 
to use the word “request" in asking for information 
from the President and “direct" in addressing the heads of departments 
(HI, 1850, footnote, 1895). It is usual for the House in calling on the 
President for information, especially with relation to foreign affairs, to 
use the qualifying clause “if not incompatible with the pu blic interest" 
(IT, 1547 ; III, 1896-1901 ; V, 5759; VI, 436). But in some instances the 
■House has made its inquiries of (he I’resi lent without condition, and 
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the House may reach the resolution only by a motion to discharge tire 
committee (III. 1805). The ordinary motion to discharge a committee 
is not privileged (VIII, 2316) ; lint I lie practice of the House has given 
privilege to the motion in cases of resolutions of inquiry (III, 1866- 
1870). A nd this motion to discharge is privileged at the end of the 
week, even though the resolution may have been delayed in reaching 
The committee (III, 1871). The motion to discharge is not debatable 
(III, 1868 ; VI, 415) . However, if the motion is agreed to, the resolution 
is debatable under the hour rule unless the previous question is 
ordered (VI, 416, 417). The Member calling, up a privileged resolution 
of inquiry reported from committee is recognized to co ntrol one hour 
of debate and may move to lay the resolution on the table during that 
time ( July 7, 1971, ~ 2.3S07-10; Oc-t. 20, 1971, p. 37055-57). 

The President having failed to respond to a resolution of inquiry, 
the House respectfully reminded him of the fact 
R 8M ; Resolutions of ( lir . ]g90) . In 1796 the House declared that its eon- 

lnquiiy US related tittifciona.1 requests of the Executive for information 
to the Executive. 1 

need not be accompanied by a statement of purposes 

(II, 1509). As to the kind of information which may be required, 
especially as to the papers that may be demanded, there has been much 
discussion (III, 1700, 1738, 1888, 1902, 1903; VI, 402, 435). There have 
been several conflicts with the Executive (It, 1534, 1561; III, 1884, 
1885-1889, 1894) over demands for papers and information, especially 
when the resolutions have called for papers relating to foreign affairs 
(II, 1509-1513, 1518, 1519). 


6. When a bill, resolution, or memorial is intro- 
60. introduction' duccd “by request,” these words shall 
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printed in the Record. 


This rule was adopted in 1888 ( IV, 3366) . 

It iias never been the practice of the House to- permit the names of 
tiie persons requesting the introduction of the bill to be printed in the 
Record. 
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